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Congregation 

Rodeph Sholom
Bridgeport, Connecticut

Mazal Tov
Rodeph Sholom Graduates!
Springtime brings growth and beauty to our towns. The leaves begin blooming, the grass turns green, and 

flowers begin to show off their colors. The growth around us is not only in nature but in our Congregation. Our 

Eighth graders end their formal Hebrew School education, only to begin a new journey as Merkaz Hebrew High 

School students; our seniors graduate from Merkaz to begin their own journeys in colleges and universities 

around the country. We are proud of each of them; knowing that our Congregation has helped to empower 

them as the next generation. It is with this group we are confident that the Jewish people and our local 

community will grow stronger.

The officers, Board of Trustees, clergy and staff of Congregation Rodeph Sholom  

congratulate this year’s graduating classes.

Talmud Torah
Alison Cantor

Joshua David

Adam Frank

Arianna Gross

Shayna Gruder

Bari Lipper

Samuel Meyers

Michelle Pavloff

Rachel Wiesenfeld

Merkaz
Amanda Deutch

Rebecca Feuerberg
Morgan Fried
Jacob Jessen

Gabrielle Joachim
Julie Kramer

Andrew Strauss
Audrey Vogel
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Congregation Rodeph Sholom

2385 Park Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06604-1499 

203-334-0159 • Fax 203-334-1411 
www.rodephsholom.com

Published four times per year, seasonally.

Affiliated with the 
Jewish Theological Seminary and 

United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.

Rabbi  Daniel D. Victor 
Rabbi Emeritus  Israel C. Stein, D.D. 
Cantor  Michelle Teplitz  
Executive Director Mark Block 
Education Director Arnold Rotenberg 
President Jeffrey Klein 
Gabbaim Sy Wiesenfeld 
 Saul Schine z”l 
Men’s Club President  Harold Goodman  
Hazzan Y’shaya Grama, z”l 
Cantor Emeritus David Leon z”l 
Executive Director Emerita Esther Kelman z”l

Daily Services

Sundays .....................................8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Bufferd/Vogel Chapel

Weekdays ..................................7:10 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Bufferd/Vogel Chapel

Friday Evening ........................................... See Calendar
Bufferd/Vogel Chapel

Sabbath Morning .............................................. 9:00 a.m.
Rabbi Harry Nelson Sanctuary

Sabbath Mincha ...............................................Sundown
Bufferd/Vogel Chapel

For any changes and up-to-date service times, visit 
www.rodephsholom.com

In Memoriam
“The Memory of the Righteous is a Blessing”

Members:
Gerald Krawitz 
 Husband of Iris Krawitz
 March 26, 2014 
Elliot Glunts 
 Husband of Doris Glunts 
 April 1, 2014 
Marion Kramer 
 Mother of Donald, Paul and Jack Kramer 
 April 7, 2014
Shirley Hochheiser 
 April 12, 2014
 

Relatives of Members:
Norbert Muhlrad 
 Father of Rachel Wolfe  
 March 3, 2014
Tessie Taxier 
 Mother of Iris Krawitz 
 March 14, 2014

Mission Statement
Congregation Rodeph Sholom is dedicated to two 

guiding principles:

• To serve as a vibrant center for the practice and 
teaching of Conservative Judaism.

• To create a spiritual and social atmosphere 
in which congregants feel part of a larger 
synagogue family. 

Rabbi Stein to be Honored 
Saturday, June 7th

Israel C. Stein, Rabbi Emeritus, reaches a milestone 

in his rabbinate in 2014. At this year’s Rabbinical 

Assembly convention Rabbi 

Stein will be recognized and 

honored as a fifty year member 

of the Conservative movement’s 

sacred union of rabbis, the RA. On 

Saturday morning, June 7th, on 

the pulpit from which Rabbi Stein 

has preached and taught for nearly 

40 years, thirty-three as senior 

rabbi, he will be presented with his 

certificate of honor and distinction. 

Please join us as we honor him for 

his commitment to our people.

Annual Meeting
May 21, 6:30 p.m. 

Friend Hall

Election of officers, trustees and 
approval of annual budget.

Thirty-one member  
quorum required.
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Please join 
Congregation Rodeph Sholom in honoring 

Shelley Kreiger
with 

The Rodeph Sholom Community Partnership Award
for her service to her synagogue and the  

Greater Bridgeport Community
on

Sunday, June 1, 2014
10:00 am - Noon

The Rodeph Sholom Community Partnership Award
TICKET/SPONSOR FORM (please return this portion with your payment)

Name/Company ______________________________________________________________________________________     

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsorship/Ad Journal Entries

If you would like to be a sponsor please fill out the information below and return with payment to:  
Congregation Rodeph Sholom by Friday, May 2, 2014. To create multiple sponsorships you may reproduce this form.

___  PLATINUM   $1,000 (Includes Full Page and 4 tickets to brunch)

___  GOLD   $500 (Includes Half Page and 4 tickets to brunch)

___  SILVER   $250 (Includes Quarter Page and 2 tickets to brunch)

___  ANGEL  $180 (Includes Business Card and 2 tickets to brunch)

___  FRIEND   $100 (Includes two lines of text and two tickets to brunch)

___  Well Wisher $36 each (Includes name in program and 1 brunch ticket) 

I am unable to attend, please accept my contribution in the amount of $_____________

Enter text to appear with your sponsorship (for additional text, you may use the back of this form).

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

We thank you for your generosity. Checks may be made payable to Congregation Rodeph Sholom 
and mailed to 2385 Park Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06604.
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“SIXTH & I, RODEPH & ME” – What we 
can be? Traditional at the Core, 
“Retro” on the Outside, and Dynamic 
Inbetween. 

At one point over the first two days of Passover, 
the ner tamid, the eternal light, went out. I spoke 
to our maintenance head Willie Cuevas and he said that the bulbs it uses 
aren’t made anymore and we needed to find a replacement. It made me 
think back to the old days when the Israelites in the desert, and then the 
Jews in Jerusalem and surrounding cities used torches, candles, and fires 
on the altar. Those methods required the employment of countless people, 
continuous inspection, and large supplies of resources often required 
on short notice. But now we have modern technology to make things 
easier. Yet our eternal light still must be continually tended and looked 
after. The people of a place have to own their light. Look at the picture 
to the left, and what you see is an historic building in our nation’s capital 
that began as an urban Conservative synagogue in 1908, turned into an 

African Methodist Episcopal Church in 1951, and then nearly became a nightclub in 2002. Today it is a thriving Jewish hub in 
downtown Washington, D.C., whose description you can experience at http://www.sixthandi.org/about. Its innovative vision 
and programming is redefining sacred space and instituional affiliation in our day. No one model contains the secret for 
revitalization, nor will every aspect of an institution’s identity fit in another community, but while working in the same arenas 
as we do (assembly, worship*, and study), something Sixth and I is doing is bringing together Jews of every age in the heart 
of an urban setting. We can do it too!

Over the course of three years we have developed: 

• Musical Friday night worship

• Lay run synagogue fundraisers

• New-born and toddler programs

• High Holiday youth theater 
productions

• Services outside the synagogue 
in parks & in private homes

• A 20’s and 30’s group

• Regular community dinners

• Joint synagogue holiday 
celebrations

• Opporuntities in interfaith learning 
and dialogue

• A summer softball league

• Services in the round

• Guest politician and professor 
lecturers

• Multi-clergy and congregant led 
adult - learning classes

• Youth events, overnights, and 
outings

• Teen social actions trips

• An indoor recreational lounge and 
community space

• An outdoor basektball court

• ...And much more

Some of these initiatives are still in early phases of implementation, so their impact is still unknown, but overall activity and 
innovation is up, building makeovers are real and thus the candle is there to be newly tended and nourished. Since I have 
come here, I have seen long time members willing to experiment with new things, and we have had members who had 
begun “drifting away” who have begun returning. But for a “traditionally progressive” identity to really take shape within our 
walls we need some more of the former, and even more of the latter. 

Come show that these efforts to strengthen our eternal light are working. Let’s work together on increasing membership buy-
in and new member reach out. Help us determine what we can still do better. Why is that urban “synagogue” different from 
all other ones, and can we do some of it here? It comes down to buy-in, risk taking, and inclusion. When these levels rise 
we will truly cement our future. I look forward to continuing to move upward and onward together. 

Rabbi Daniel Victor

* http://www.sixthandi.org/jewish-life/shabbat-services/
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From the Cantor 
Summer is just around the corner which means school will soon be out for the summer days at 
the beach, barbeques with friends, vacations, and summer camp will be the norm for two glorious 
months. 

During that time, all of us are looking for new and interesting things to do with our family and 
friends. So as we embark on the Summer of 2014, I thought I would share some fun ideas for 
interesting Jewish day trips that you and your family can take this summer. The best part—all of 
them are within three hours of our Shul. Enjoy!

1. Take a class at The Center for Kosher Culinary Arts – Brooklyn, New York – CKCA is 
the only school outside of Israel that offers professional training in kosher culinary and pastry arts. CKCA also offers 
fun, recreational hands-on cooking, baking, and cake decorating classes for men, women, children and teens of all 
ages and experience levels. Classes are taught by experienced chef instructors and offered during the day, in the 
evenings, motzei Shabbos and on Sundays. 

2. Visit The National Museum of American Jewish History – Philadelphia, PA – On Independence Mall in 
Philadelphia, this Museum presents educational programs and experiences that preserve, explore and celebrate the 
history of Jews in America. Its purpose is to connect Jews more closely to their heritage and to inspire in people 
of all backgrounds a greater appreciation for the diversity of the American Jewish experience and the freedoms to 
which Americans aspire. By 2023 it hopes to be the preeminent museum of its kind in the United States. While you 
are in Philly, you can visit one of the best Israeli restaurants I have ever eaten at outside of Israel. Zahav, the creation 
of Chef Mark Solomonov, is not to be missed.

3. Visit The Tenement Museum – New York, NY – While not specifically a museum about the Jewish people, it is an 
experience that will help you further understand the conditions that many Jews who came to this country around the 
turn of the 20th century lived in on the Lower East Side. This museum is a great look at immigration to the United 
States. Most, if not all of us, have relatives who came from Eastern Europe to seek out a better life in America. I 
promise, once you visit, you will never complain about not having enough space in your home again!

4. Do a Walking Tour of Jewish Boston – Boston, MA – From the Vilner Synagogue to The Puffer Cigar Rolling 
Factory and the Holocaust Memorial, this is a great way to see the deep Jewish imprint on one of America’s finest 
cities. It is approximately a two-hour tour and well worth the time. Plus, you will get to visit The Milk Street Café, an 
amazing Kosher restaurant in Downtown. You won’t be disappointed.

I hope one or more of these places work their way into your plans for the summer. No matter what, I hope you enjoy some 
wonderful family time and lots of fun in the sun.

Cantor Michelle Teplitz

Purim Thank Yous
We want to extend a very warm Yasher Koach to 
the following congregants who worked so hard 
on behalf of Rodeph Sholom to make this year’s 

Purim festivities an overwhelming success:

Mitch Weinstein
Debbie Goodman
Randi Weinstein

Edith Winick
Melissa Pavloff

Harold Goodman
Donald Kramer

Ben Schultz
Arnie Rotenberg

Vice President Bill Markowitz, President Jeff Klein, 
Treasurer Sindy Malin and Rabbi Victor promote Rodeph 
Sholom and Passover at “Matza In The Aisles”, at Whole 

Foods in Fairfield.
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Lots of things are happening for The Women of Rodeph Sholom. 

Wednesday, May 7th, 1:00 p.m., Hirsch Hall – “A Trip Down Memory Lane” – 
come and share your memories of living in Bridgeport during its heyday. Bring 
photos or old photo albums to share. Note the corrected date. Dessert and coffee.

Wednesday, June 11th, 1:00 p.m. – Afternoon movie and dessert. Watch the 
weekly email and Shabbat flyer for details about the movie.

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:00 a.m. – Exercise classes in Friend Hall, including cardio, body sculpting and 
interval training, led by Anita Rosnick. Call Anita for more information, 203-261-9323. Bring a mat and hand weights. You 
can sign up for 1, 2 or 3 sessions per week.

Rodeph Sholom has a few members who are no longer able to get around. We are looking for some women who want to 
get together occasionally to bake a batch of mini-challahs, freeze them, and deliver them to these people on Fridays. The 
first baking session will be on Monday, May 19th at 10:30 a.m. in the Rodeph Sholom kitchen. If you are interested in 
helping to bake or to deliver, please call Adrienne at 203-367-9746.

Occasionally, some of our members need rides to doctors or to Shabbat services. If you can help with providing a ride, 
call Ellen Bedford at 203-374-7330.

We still have some wine bottle bags and “tuxedo jacket” bottle covers made of fabric that looks just like matzah. You can 
buy them at the synagogue gift shop and put them away for next Pesach. The wine bags are an ecological way to give a 
gift of wine; they can be used over and over again. Many thanks to Ellen Bedford for sewing these lovely gifts.

We held a short story discussion in April, on the Dan Jacobson story, “The Zulu and the Zeide.” It’s amazing how much 
there is to discuss in a short story! We may do this a few times a year, as the discussion was lively and interesting.

I welcome any ideas for programs and I encourage your participation to make our programs successful.

B’shalom, 

 Adrienne Fishman

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Message
This month marks one year since I have taken on the 
Presidency of Rodeph Sholom. It is has at times been a 
challenging and humbling assignment, but more frequently 
one that is rewarding. One thing I have particularly enjoyed 
is meeting many of you that I did not know previously. I 
have also enjoyed seeing how many individuals work so 
hard on behalf of the Synagogue. We are fortunate to have 
some great volunteers – I hope the coming year brings 
others out to help in any way you can to make Rodeph 
Sholom a better place for all. I want to thank all of you that 
have pitched in to help me with my job and I look forward to 
continuing to work as hard and effectively as I can on your 
behalf in my second year. 

Over the last few months we have begun a new Friday 
night program once a month that we call Shabbat in 
the Round. This is a little different than our traditional 
Friday night services. We have added a musical and 
instrumental element which has added terrific ruach as 
we welcome in Shabbat. The food has been great, the 
davening inspirational and the turnout has allowed many 
of us to spend an enjoyable evening together with old 
and new friends. If you haven’t already had a chance to 
attend, please consider giving it a try. We hope to keep 
these up throughout the year; usually on the first Friday of 
each month. You can help out by joining us, pitching in to 
prepare and to serve the food, joining a planning committee 
to oversee these services, or with financial support to keep 

these going. I hope to see you at 
the next Friday night Shabbat in 
the Round!

This summer Rabbi Victor will 
be working at Camp Ramah 
New England during late June 
and much of July. His time 
spent at Ramah is intended to 
strengthen us through movement 
partnerships’ and encourage 
Ramah participation among our families. Camp Ramah is 
our movement’s premier camp experience for Conservative 
Jewish youth. During his weeks away, Rabbi Victor will 
maintain contact with the synagogue and will be available 
for some shabbatot here at home as well as for life-cycle 
events and any emergencies.

Lastly, I want to personally extend a thank you on behalf 
of the entire congregation to our officers and trustees who 
have served this past year. Their service as volunteers 
involves not just meetings of the Board or the Executive 
Committee, but active participation at all levels of our 
synagogue.

Enjoy summer!

Jeff Klein
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From the Executive Director
How Do I Spend My Days?

There was a wonderful story once told by a rabbi that 
provides some insight into the human psyche—one which 
I believe translates to synagogue life as well. And, while 
the story has been repeated over time with embellishments 
added and others removed it is one that continues to 
express our ability to find joy and personal satisfaction in 
life. It is a story that is predicated on the notion that our 
perception of ourselves and the world around us is very 
individual.

The story goes something like this: Imagine yourself sitting 
at a Bar or Bat Mitzvah party enjoying the mouth-watering 
food. While you eat, you notice that everyone is finding 
pleasure in a different aspect of the affair. Some came to be 
with family or friends, others enjoy the food being served, 
still others find the music stirring and the dancing fun, and 
some came just to be a part of the magic of the day, the 
time-bound ritual of a young Jewish teen 
coming of age.

While you sit and analyze the various 
motives of the guests, you think to yourself, 
if the music wasn’t so enjoyable, the food so 
good, the dancing so fun, or the people on 
either side of me so interesting would I still 
be having such a good time? Would this be 
where I would want to spend my day? And, 
as you think about these questions, you 
notice a man or women sitting alone off to 
the side looking terribly unhappy, and you think to yourself, 
how could this person be so unhappy at such a joyous 
Jewish occasion, and if he or she is really that unhappy 
then why don’t they just go home?

And as you are absorbed in thought, the answer strikes 
you giving you the feeling of an electric shock. You realize 
that it is neither the food nor music that you enjoy so much, 
but rather, at this moment, you love, enjoy, and accept all 
that you are surrounded by. You realize that the woman 
or man is terribly unhappy for whatever reason and likely 
experiencing a moment of melancholy because he has lost 
a spouse, her children live in far-away states, or friends 
once close are now distant or gone.

You then contemplate further and realize that man or 
woman could be me. You could have showed up to the 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah in a state of unhappiness or gloom, 
you could have been the man or woman off to the side, 
believing your troubles were the result of everyone and 
everything around you.

As you continue to reflect on the joy of the event taking 
place all around you, you return to your original question, 
if the music wasn’t so enjoyable, the food so good, the 
dancing so fun, or the people on either side of me so 
interesting would I still be having such a good time? And 
you answer your own question, if I am being true to myself, 
finding strength in my days, and believing I am trying then 
what is there to be sad or disappointed about? Because, 
whether the music is good or bad, the food delicious or 
bland, the dancing to slow or two fast, who cares? The 

answer should be, I will do all I 
can to be the happiest I can be 
at that moment, not just for those 
around me but for myself. Trying 
your best during the highs and 
lows of the day and night is all 
anyone can or should ask of you.

Those of us who work in the Jewish communal field 
have all interacted with people who have left us feeling 
disappointed, disrespected, or down, most often because 
our expectations were not met. We have also been 
incredibly privileged to interact with others who lift us up 
because we knew they were making a real effort to better 
our congregation by being an integral part of it. With 
their upbeat attitude and can-do spirit we know we can 
accomplish so much more than we already have. Not just 

because we think it, but because we have 
done it, time and time again for over 105 
years.

In the end, the solution for finding self-
satisfaction in every moment of everyday 
is one we can only do for ourselves. To do 
this, we must be able to honestly say, I am 
part of this community—a community of 
like minded people who come together to 
pray, celebrate, mourn and socialize. While I 
may not have as much as the person next to 

me, or, I may be much better off than the one on the other 
side of me, the bottom line is we want the same thing. We 
want to be engaged and informed, we want to be lifted up 
spiritually and engaged programmatically.

We should remember that life is like the Bar or Bat Mitzvah 
I wrote about earlier. If we live a life of unhappy days then 
even the most joyous occasions will not lift our spirits, 
but, if we a live a life where we strive to do better, then 
regardless of the music or menu, the dancing or company, 
every moment of our lives will be satisfying, enjoyable, 
and fulfilling. And when that happens it translates into a 
deeper engagement in our congregational community. 
A community that we support both financially and 
communally, just as it supports us during times of simchas 
and saddness. Let’s work together to insure it does so for 
another 105-plus years.

I want to extend a Mazal Tov to all of our graduating seniors 
from our Talmud Torah and community Merkaz to high 
school and college. As our teens and twenty-something’s 
move into the next chapter of their own life’s stories may 
the page on which their personal history is written be one 
which is filled with warm days and peaceful nights, and 
may the bond of the Jewish people help them continue to 
grow and strengthen them whatever their path takes them.

B’shalom,

Mark Block

We can accomplish 
so much more than 
we already have. 
Not just because we 
think it, but because 
we have done it...
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Torah Fund 
WOMENS LEAGUE: WOMEN ENSURING CONSERVATIVE/MASORTI JEWISH EDUCATION

After what seemed like an endless winter and a spring that was timid to start, hopefully by the time you read this, we 
will be on the brink of summer. School and other activities are winding down and most of you are looking forward to the 
summer days.

The theme of this year’s Torah Fund Campaign has been Mishpachah or Family. Hopefully you will use this down time to 
create special memories with your family. Perhaps your children will be going to day or sleep away camp or perhaps you 
will go to see family that live in other areas, or return to your roots and show your family where you grew up. By doing 
these things you are creating a Memory Box; something your family will remember for long years to come.

This year’s Torah Fund Campaign has come to a close and next year’s will be starting shortly. We all hope that you will 
enjoy a happy and safe summer.

Lisa Rappoport & Roz Stein
Special Gifts Chairpersons

Debbie Baer & Selda Dworkin
Torah Fund Chairpersons

Torah Fund Cards are available for most occasions: New Baby, Mazal Tov, Simcha, Special Occasion, Milestone, Thank 
You, Sympathy and Get Well for a $4.00 contribution. To send a card contact Debbie Baer at 203-371-4915 or dpbtrav@
aol.com, Selda Dworkin at 203-374-6847 or Seldwork@aol.com or Susan Forman at 203-374-1497.

 

 The Women of Rodeph Sholom 

 
Wednesday, June 11th, 1:00 p.m., Friend Hall 

 
Movie and dessert buffet 

 

“The Other Son” 
 

A provocative story of two young men - one Israeli the other 
Palestinian - who discover they were accidentally switched at birth.  
Their families must live with this revelation and the repercussions  

it causes. 
 

Donation for dessert: $5.00 
 

RSVP: Adrienne Fishman, 203-522-1948 
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From the Education Director
Make the Quantum Jump at the  
Rodeph Sholom Religious School

Our newly revamped Religious School program was created 
with our New Directions Committee, consisting of parents, 
lay leaders and board members, as well as extensive 
research into cutting-edge programs across the country. 
It has resulted in a strong, sophisticated, meaningful 
and relevant curriculum for our students. The committee 
will build on our successful program while adding some 
exciting new touches. Some things will remain the same, 
like...

•	Building a community of students, parents, 
and teachers who study, worship, and celebrate 
together. 

•	 Valuing our students, including their lives outside 
Rodeph Sholom.

What’s new?

•	Designing all classes to be experiential, hands on 
and concept driven.

•	An innovative K - 2 program where students are 
immersed in Hebrew for language, play and prayer.

•	Creating opportunities for our students to engage in 
experiential Jewish learning, in our classrooms and 
at services, on weekdays, Sundays, and Shabbat. 

•	Special trips and events for each grade grouping.

Our school will follow a trimester model which allows much 
flexibility. The program is divided into core age groups, 
with curricula and hours of instruction appropriate to each. 
The experiential learning environment, professionalized 
teaching staff and parent involvement help make our 
program educational, as well as stimulating and fun. 

Our curriculum is organized around five Pillars of Instruction:

•	 The Language of the Jewish People (Hebrew),

•	 The Sacred Texts of the Jewish People (Bible and 
Rabbinic Literature),

•	 The Story of the Jewish People (History/Israel),

•	 The Practices and Values of the Jewish People 
(Jewish Living), and

•	 The Spirit of the Jewish People (Prayer, God, 
Theology).

Stay tuned for more...

Congratulations to our 8th Grade Graduation Class. This 
year the class went on an incredible trip with Rabbi Victor, 
Sabrina Victor and Beth Gold to Los Angeles and learned 
first hand how to change the world, one person at a time. 
Their class time with Lisa Nuland focused on their own 
family history as they each began recognizing who they are 
as Jews in 21st century and as part of the Rodeph Sholom 
community. These students are ready to take on the mantle 
of becoming mentors to our younger students through 

our Madrichim program and 
become students at Merkaz. 
Our graduates this year are:

Alison Cantor
Joshua David
Adam Frank
Arianna Gross
Shayna Gruder
Bari Lipper
Samuel Meyers
Michelle Pavloff
Rachel Wiesenfeld

Mazel Tov to all our Graduates!

Arnie Rotenberg
Education Director

Men’s Club 
I want to start off by thanking all of the volunteers who 
helped with this year’s Purim Carnival. There was a lot 
of effort spent planning and implementing this event 
and a great deal of thanks goes out to the Men’s Club 
of Congregation Beth El. I also wanted to recognize 
Rodeph Sholom’s Men’s Club, especially Don Kramer 
and Ben Schultz for their efforts.

The Men’s Club Shabbat which was scheduled for 
March 29th was been postponed due to scheduling 
conflicts. We are looking at available dates and will 
communicate with you once a new date has been 
confirmed.

Although I am writing this letter on a day that it snowed 
and the Mets had a lead going into the ninth, we know 
that the weather will eventually get warmer and the 
Mets opponents will emerge victorious.

We will look to plan events to take advantage of the 
warmer weather.

Lastly, we will be planning for our annual paid up dinner 
and once a date has been confirmed we will send out a 
mailing.

B’Sholom,

Harold Goodman
President
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Social Action

Neighbor to Neighbor – Help our own Rodeph Sholom 
members in need. 

1. Call a congregant once a day to check on them since 
they live alone.

2. Drive a congregant to an appointment because they are 
no longer driving. 

3. Sign up to help make meals once a month for two of 
our older congregants.

4. Thanks to those who drove our four Embassy ladies in 
all winter. We need drivers for June, July (especially 
this month) and August to take our ladies to Rodeph 
Sholom on Shabbat. We now have five Embassy ladies.

5. Drive congregant, Sharon Lake, to rehabilitation 
appointments in May.

Shiva Baskets – When a Rodeph Sholom member is 
sitting shiva locally for a spouse, parent, sibling or child, 
they receive a tray of goodies as our way of expressing 
sympathy from the congregation. If you receive a basket, 
your donation to the shiva fund will be used for future 
trays.

Eye Glasses and Hearing Aids – Place in the Lions Club 
box in Friend Hall. 

CT Food Bank Back Pack – The first Wednesday of 
each month, 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m., 74 Linwood Avenue, 
Fairfield. Fill backpacks with foods that are sent home 
to hungry school kids in 18 school districts. Next dates: 
Wednesday: May 7th, June 4th.

St. John’s Soup Kitchen – The next date is Tuesday, 
July 29th. We each bring ONE fresh veggie to add to 
our big fresh salad. Bring 50 cents along toward the ice 
creams we will provide.

United Congregation Church (UCC) – Second 
Wednesday of each month – State Street and Park 
Avenue, 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. prior to the time they open 
to the needy. Work in the food pantry stacking can goods. 
Date: Wednesdays: May 14th, June 11th and July 9th.

Plastic Bags – For the United Congregation Church 
(UCC) – people use them after coming to the food pantry. 
Put the bags in the lady’s skirt in Friend Hall. 

Minyan Supporter – Take just 30 minutes at the end of 
your day to attend an evening minyan, 5:45 p.m. – 6:15 
p.m., or 45 minutes at the start of your day, 7:10 a.m. 
– 8:00 a.m., for the morning service, Monday through 
Friday. You might just be the the tenth person to complete 
the necessary minyan so someone can say kaddish for a 
loved one. Come once a week, once a month or more.

Everyone should be proud of the Talmud Torah kids, 
dressed like clowns, who spent an afternoon talking to the 
residents of the Jewish Home after Purim.

Barbara Srebnick and her knitters can use some skeins of 
worsted yarn to make more hats for the Bridgeport school 
children. Bring them to the office.

Cans, cans, cans, cans – start saving cans of tuna, 
soup and peanut butter. We will be having a special 
Can Construction event in the fall and donating them 
to the Trumbull Food Pantry, which services 100 needy 
Trumbull families each month. (Yes, Trumbull!) 

Do you have a new idea for us to do next year? 

Thanks to Chyai Mulberg for a great idea for later in 2014 
- details to follow.

Contact one of the committee members with a new idea 
or to volunteer.

Shelly Lawrence at Shelly123@optonline.net 
Helen Wasserman at hbewja@earthlink.net 

David Stone at dave2143@aol.com 
Marion Richer at marricher@aol.com 

Barbara Srebnick at barbsreb1@earthlink.com  
Adrienne Fishman at adrfishman@gmail.com 
Ellen Bedford at ellenbedford@hotmail.com 

David Goldstein practicing his Purim Megillah in front of 
the Talmud Torah students. David learned his portion by 

reading Hebrew Braille instead of print.

Rabbi Victor with Iman Nasif Muhammed 
building bridges through education.
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Milestone Anniversaries
We congratulate the following couples who will be celebrating anniversaries of  

25 years or more in June, July and August.

July
Carol & Mike Dworken   62 years
Diane & Howard Aaron   57 years
Dolores & John Ward   52 years
Arlene & Steven Tuchband  45 years
Bobbi & Robert Markowitz  44 years
Helene & Allen Skott   44 years
Jill & Stanton Lesser   38 years

August
Adrienne & Arthur Bernstein  51 years
Harriet & David Stone   48 years
Robyn & David Winograd  45 years
Carol & Michael Weinshel  45 years
Carol & David Hochberg   43 years
Gracey & Charles Oksenberg  43 years
Rhoda & Jeff Munk   42 years
Debbie & Bernie Baer   40 years
Ellen & Brian Bedford   40 years
Svetlana & Benjamin Weisman  40 years

Pam & Howard Burros   39 years
Susan & Israel Unrad   39 years
Laurel Lobovits & Ilan Kinori  38 years
Debbie Weiss & Zvi Goldman  38 years
Lynn & Gerald Mendelbaum  37 years
Karen & Mark Wexler   37 years
Rosalyn & Lazaro Pomeraniec  36 years
Rachel & Shlomo Shur   35 years
Marcie & David Slepian   35 years
Rachel & David Wolfe   34 years
Renee & Jeff Conecoff   29 years
Ellen & Michael Goldman  29 years
Carol & Jeffrey Dreznick   28 years
Ronda & Brian Cantor   27 years
Karen Siniakin & Matthew Kutznitz 27 years
Ann & Mark Block   26 years
 
Rik & Jill Bachman (June)  30 years

MAZAL TOV TO ALL THESE COUPLES  
FROM ALL OF US AT RODEPH SHOLOM.

Rodeph Sholom’s Best Kept Secret
Rodeph Sholom’s best kept secret is events that have rarely appeared in this bulletin. Participants in these events write no 
reports, hold no meetings, have no president or chairperson and do not call themselves a committee.

These events are “culinary shows” that have no stars and no TV contract and everything belongs to everyone.

I am talking about a group of the most “disorganized” volunteers you have ever seen. It’s “members” appear for a week or 
a day and might not be seen again in the kitchen for several months.

But without fail an enjoyable and appropriate meal appears as needed at the weekly Shabbat Kiddush or S’uda S’hlishit or 
holiday event – often with a “surprise” dish prepared by some member of the congregation.

Of course, these cooking activities in the synagogue 
kitchen are open to the entire Rodeph Sholom 
community of men and women. Do you have a favorite 
dish you want to share (“showoff”), come and make 
it in the synagogue kitchen. You are guaranteed an 
appreciative audience of consumers.

Do you want to celebrate an event or honor someone 
(graduation, birthday, new home, new car, trip, family 
visit, divorce) by contributing to the Shabbat Kiddush? 
Call the office.

Rodeph Sholom’s “best kept secret” is a joyous, 
ongoing event – cooking with gas.
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8th Grade Social Action Trip: Los Angeles, CA
Over the winter holiday break a group of our 8th graders and alumni headed west to Los Angeles for a week of social action 
work and group bonding. Below is a travelogue of some of their adventures.

December 24, 2013 - Greetings from LA! 
Everyone arrived safe and sound, and a little tired as expected. The group was gathered and the two 15 passenger vans 
were picked up, so there is lots of room for luggage and people. After that, it was off to the hotel which turned out to be 
a gem. The rooms are very spacious and they were able to accommodate our group with extra cots when needed. Rabbi 
Victor and the teens ran a few icebreakers before everyone headed upstairs to watch a movie and have dinner. There was a 
little incident with one of the teens having an upset stomach, but the group rallied together and made him feel better. At last 
check, he was feeling fine and was sleeping after calling home and speaking to mom. Our teen chaperones took the lead in 
helping make sure everybody had dinner and were in bed by lights out. The day was very tiring day but also very rewarding. 
And just to tie up the end of an excellent day the groceries arrived at the hotel at the designated time. Our group is in love 
with Amazon fresh which doesn’t exist in Connecticut yet. Until tomorrow...80 degrees in beautiful Los Angeles. 

December 25, 2013 - Universal Studios 
Lunch break...then dinner at Johnny Rockets...then back to the park. Another hour of Universal Studios fun and then heading 
back to the hotel. Everyone is tired but had a fantastic day! Tomorrow we have a full day of work ahead of us. 

December 26, 2013 - Work Day in LA 
It is about time we get to work in LA! This morning our teens sorted over 2500 pounds of food at Sova, a food pantry run 
by the Los Angeles Jewish Federation. They went through 2-1/2 gaylords of donated food filling out three pallets of boxed 
food. All of the work, which took about two hours to complete, will be distributed through four different food pantries in the 
Los Angeles area, and will be distributed in one day in approximately four hours. Felice, Sova’s volunteer coordinator was 
very impressed by our group’s speed and hardwork. She said that no other high school age group has ever sorted this much 
food in one morning. After that the group went to Balboa Lake Park for lunch. Turns out our teens love guacamole. And 
then it was off to the Los Angeles Federation, where the group met with the outreach coordinator, Jenna, and went into the 
Federation building for an activity on resource allocation. Should Jews help Jews first or the greater community? Should we 
focus on the present or the future needs of our community? How did we give tzedakah? After a quick stop at the hotel, the 
group was off to dinner at Metro Glatt Kosher Diner. 

The group is back at the hotel after a full day of work. The teens are now showering and then were getting ready to start a 
movie, all after volunteering at Tomchei Shabbat, an organization that provides Shabbat meals to indigent Jewish families. 
The power of community is very real, when approximately 70 people come together to package meals for 256 families. Our 
teens were paired up with volunteers from the local orthodox community and in 20 minutes all the meals were packaged and 
ready to be delivered. Of course our teens arrived at the site a little bit early so they had a chance to visit Munchies, an all 
kosher candy store. By the way, the weather is beautiful in LA. 

December 27, 2013 - Food Bank & Museum of Tolerance 
Last night the group watched Freedom Writers on Netflix in preparation for their visit to the Museum of Tolerance. The 
teens have also been writing travel diaries, which they will continue during the year. Today their day began with meditation 
davening and then breakfast. After that, the group traveled to the Los Angeles regional Food Bank, one of the organizations 
that supply food to Sova and most of the soup kitchens and food pantries in Los Angeles so they can distribute to those in 
need. One of the benefits of focusing on one social issue/need is that much can be learned about the chain of supply and all 
the parts involved in meeting the need. Our teens talked a lot about food insecurity this morning. Did you know that one in 
six 1 in 6 Angelenos don’t know where their next meal is coming from—Los Angeles is the hungriest city in the country. Make 
sure to ask our teens their thoughts on hunger and the causes of hunger when you talk to them, and ask them what foods 
you should donate to food pantries and why. After lunch the group went to the Museum of Tolerance, A Simon Wiesenthal 
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Center Museum. The Museum of Tolerance is a recipient of the Global Peace and Tolerance Award from the Friends of 
the United Nations, the Museum of Tolerance (MOT) is a human rights laboratory and educational center dedicated to 
challenging visitors to understand the Holocaust in both historic and contemporary contexts and confront all forms of 
prejudice and discrimination in our world today. After finishing the holocaust exhibit the overwhelming feeling of our group 
was “very, very powerful.” As the group heads back to the hotel it will be “unplugged” for the 25 hours of Shabbat. Shabbat 
Shalom!

After returning to the hotel following the informative and emotional visit to the Museum of Tolerance, our group got ready 
for Shabbat and then walked to Congregation Beth Am, our host synagogue. Beth Am in Los Angeles that takes pride in its 
reputation as a warm and caring multi-generational synagogue family. The congregation encourages personal, spiritual and 
intellectual growth as well as active communal involvement through dynamic, spiritual, educational and social experiences. 
Services were relaxed and the rabbi was very welcoming to our group. Following services our group had a private dinner 
of fried chicken and sides, followed by some really great activities. They returned to the hotel pretty tired after a long day. 
(written following the conclusion of Shabbat).

December 28, 2013 - Shabbat 
This morning our group woke up a little bit later than usual, had breakfast and walked to synagogue. Temple Beth Am has 
multiple services, so our teens had a chance to experience different types of davening. We joined the congregation for lunch 
and then it was back to the hotel for some free time. Our teens hung out in their rooms, took naps, visited with relatives, and 
threw a ball around with Rabbi Victor. Once Shabbat ended it was off to Hollywood Boulevard, where the group had dinner at 
the Hard Rock Cafe, and sang happy birthday to Noah Sanger. Everyone had a great time at Madame Tussauds Hollywood 
wax museum and the Guinness World Record-Hollywood Walk of Fame. After some shopping for souvenirs and a cup of hot 
cocoa, the group returned to the hotel for a well deserved nights rest.

December 29, 2013 - Picking, Packing and Serving 
What a fantastic day! The entire group is so very tired! After breakfast at the hotel, the group left for their picking site with 
Food Forward. Food Forward is an organization that matches groups like ours with homeowners who have fruit trees in their 
backyards. Generally, these homeowners are unable to pick their own fruit (sometimes because their elderly or ill) so that 
the fruit goes bad on the trees and to waste. A homeowner who wants their trees picked can contact Food Forward and the 
fruits are picked and delivered to a local food pantry, soup kitchen, shelter or afterschool program. Our group was scheduled 
to pick grapefruits at the home of a woman named Yvonne. As we learned Yvonne lived with her aging parents and had 
recently had surgery on her feet. Her six grapefruit trees were filled with fruit, and she was not able to pick them. She was 
delighted to welcome us to her home and not only did she bake a cake in honor of Noah Sanger’s birthday, but also brought 
out cookie and treats for our teens. Our group picked 23 boxes of grapefruits, at 50 pounds each box. When we finished our 
task we had lunch at our picking site and then headed out to downtown Los Angeles. The group spent a couple of hours at 
Grand Park across the street from the Walt Disney Concert Hall playing Frisbee and enjoying some hot cocoa. At 4:00 p.m. 
we left for the Union Rescue Mission. There our group helped serve dinner to approximately 300 homeless men, women and 
children. The group wrapped up its day back at the metro glatt kosher restaurant for burgers and schnitzel. Then it was back 
to the hotel for showers and packing in preparation for their departure home tomorrow (Monday, December 30) evening. The 
consensus among the group is that the trip just went by too fast.

December 30, 2013 - Final Day and Trip Home 
The group woke up this morning a little bit sad because we knew it was their last day in Los Angeles. The teens brought their 
luggage down to the meeting room and had breakfast together one last time. Then it was off the Shalom Institute. Our teens 
had a wonderful day petting the animals, planting a vegetable garden, and hiking. Then it was off to the beach to play in the 
water of the Pacific. After that, a mystery ride to Manhattan Pier and a pizza dinner before heading to the airport – ready to 
come home. Final destination: Newark International Airport following a red-eye flight in time to celebrate New Year’s Eve.

Top row from left to right: Noah Sanger, Josh David, 
Rabbi Victor, Dan Feuerberg, Matt Deutch, Matt 

Jessen, Rachel Wiesenfeld, Michael Bosik.  
Bottom row from left to right: Adam Frank, Bari Lipper, 

Beth Gold, Rachel Goodman, Madelyn Weinstein, 
Shayna Gruder, Michelle Pavloff.
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CONTRIBUTIONS, REMEMBRANCES  
& CONGRATULATIONS

RABBI VICTOR’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
Donation from:
 Ellen Endslow
 Joshua Goldman
In Honor of:
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Marcus
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Pretsfelder

Miriam Madwed
In Memory of:
Elliot Glunts
 Thomas Hutchison
Phyllis Morgenthaler
 Bernard Baer

CANTOR TEPLITZ DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
In Memory of:
Elizabeth Pensak Cooper

Deborah Pensak Baer & 
 Bernie Baer

RABBI STEIN’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
Donation from:
 Art & Adrienne Bernstein
In Memory of:
David Engelson

Lisa Weiss
David Engelson

Judy & Peter Zeidel
Elliot Glunts

Eric Gross
Benjamin Levy
 Pearl Levy
In Honor of:
Rabbi & Roz Stein’s 
 Second Great Grandchild

Betty & Milton Rosenbloom

BRAUNER/SHIRWINDT FUND
In Honor of:
Ruth Feder’s Birthday
Joyce Galinsky’s Grandchild
Joyce Galinsky’s Birthday

Adele Brauner
In Memory of:
David Mandel

Adele Brauner

BUFFERD FAMILY FUND
In Memory of:
David Engelson

Janis Bufferd
Irving Fleischer

A. MALCOLM COHEN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of:
Ann Rothstein

Marcia & Richard Kashnow

KELMAN/MINTZ FUND
In Memory of:
Esther Kelman

Joan & Bernie Lipin

SOCIAL ACTION
In Honor of:
Lisa Rappoport’s Birthday

Ruth Cohen
In Memory of:
Ellliot Glunts
 Jackie Madwed
Gerry Krawitz
Tessie Taxier

Ruth Cohen

SYNAGOGUE FUND
Donation from:
 Vikki Weiss
In Memory of:
Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz

Hank & Marilyn Banach
David Engelson

Barbara & Bernie Berkowitz
Lawrence Sax
Judy Sonick

Elliot Glunts
 Sondra Berkman
 Dorothy & Richard Blank

Janis Bufferd
Joan & Stanley Carp
Irving Fleischer
Dena Schneider Green
Suzette Hallstrom
Larry & Clara Kahn
Suzette Hallstrom
Steve Kloper
Harry & Felicia Klut
Irving Kronisch
Ted & Sue Levy & Family
Miriam Madwed
Mae & Allan Margolis
Audrey & Sam Marks
Lorraine & Murray Master
Neil Miller
Jill Packard
Mr. & Mrs. Wilfred Rodie
Alvin & Charlotte Ruben
Lawrence Sax
John Spain

Susan Spivack
Barbara & Leonard Srebnick
Michael & Carol Weinshel
Helen Weinstein
Austin & Ellen Wolf
Hinda & Martin Wolf
David Zieff
Deborah & Wallace 
 Zuckerman & Family

Henry Kahn
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Sasnowitz

Marion Kramer
 Sondra Berkman
 Irving Kronisch
Gerald Krawitz
 Sondra Berkman

Iona & Michael Friedman 
 & Family
Jonathan Friedman
Gayle & Harvey Hoffman
Irving Kronisch
Howard & Jill Savin

Benjamin Levy
Deborah & Wallace 
 Zuckerman

Tessie Taxier
 Sondra Berkman
 Irving Kronisch
In Honor of:
Frieda Mininberg’s Birthday

Deborah & Wallace 
 Zuckerman

Norbert Muhlrad
Hank & Marilyn Banach

Bea & Sheldon Alpen’s
First Great Grandchild
 Lisa & Scott Waller
Rabbi Israel & Roz Stein’s
Second Great Grandchild
 Lisa & Scott Waller

TALMUD TORAH FUND
In Memory of:
Marion Kramer
 Jackie Madwed

WEINSHEL FAMILY FUND
In Memory of:
David Engelson

Carol & Michael Weinshel
Sharon Handler

Carol & Michael Weinshel
Norbert Muhlrad

Carol & Michael Weinshel
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YAHRZEITS
In Memory of:
Bert Apter
 Nina Ravden
Gerald Baum
Sadye Baum
 Meredith Baum
Max Bauman
 Janet Levi
Warren Choos
 Syrene Robbins
Ignatz Deutsch
Theodore Deutsch
 Andrew Deutsch
Faye Edelson
 Beth & Gene Gold
 Sandra Small
Lena Egri
 Elizabeth Deutsch
Jacob Goldman
 Isaak Goldman
Fanie Goodman
 Albert Goodman
Stephen Gostola
 Dorothy Blank
Michael Gratt
 Harvey Gratt
Lillian Hochheiser
Bertram Hochheiser
 Donna Tierstein & Family

Harry Horwitch
 Barbara Markowitz
Jacob Jonas
 Samuel Stern
Jacob Kiselstein
 David Kiselstein
Samuel Kreiger
 Michael Kreiger
Anna Lieff
 Sheila Lieff
Harry Lieff
 Irving Lieff
Hyla S. Lipsky
 Sharon Sax
Dudley Litman
 Mark Murzin
Blanche Lustgarten
 Carol & Michael Weinshel
Benjamin Primack
 Barbara Markowitz
Nathan Roberts
 Lawrence Roberts
Anna Rothstein
 Phyllis Feinberg
George Samuels
Bettye Samuels
 Starr Zuckerman
Louis Schipior
 Pearl Levy

Ida Schoenhorn
Leo Schoenhorn
 Sigmar Schoenhorn
Sadie Singer
Albert Singer
 Sheila Lieff
 Charlotte Ruben
Pearl Smigel
 Ellen Goldman
Samuel Stock
 Shirley Rubenstein
Sandra Waller
 Dr. Scott Waller
Mollie Wanshel
Emanuel Weinberger
Nathaniel Weinshel
 Carol & Michael Weinshel
Sylvia Wettenstein
Milton Wettenstein
 Judith Morrow
Belle Winnick Windt
 Lois Schoenhorn
Beverly Wolf
 Austin Wolf
Leah Zalinger
 Muriel Lobovits
Jack Zuckerman
 Starr Zuckerman

Donations received after Friday, April 11, 
2014 will appear in the next bulletin.

This Year Rodeph Sholom Brings You Shavuot Times Two
Shavuot is the second major historical narrative that defines our people, first having been the Exodus from Egypt, 
leading to the Jewish people connecting with God at Mount Sinai.  

Two days of Shavuot (Wednesday June 4th and Thursday June 5th) begin the night before with a traditional night of 
dining, prayer, and study multiplied by a deuce.  

Tikun Lel Shavuot - “A Double Dose of Torah” - Schedule:

7:00 p.m. – service & meditation 1 (Mincha)

7:15 p.m. – dinner 1 (light diary)

8:00 p.m. – study session 1 with Rabbi Victor (JTS 
’09) and other Rodeph members

9:10 p.m. – service and meditation 2 (Ma’ariv)

9:30 p.m. – study session 2 with guest Rabbi Ute 
Steyer (JTS ’09)

10:30 p.m. – Dinner 2 (outdoor BBQ) 

Our two features of Day 1 (June 4th) will be a reading of the Ten Commandments and learning more from our scholar in 
residence Rabbi Ute Steyer.  Our two features of day 2 will be reciting the Yizkor Memorial Service and reading the Book 
of Ruth.  

WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY SERVICES TIMES

Wednesday morning, June 4  9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday evening, June 4  6:00 p.m.

Thursday morning, June 5  9:00 a.m. 

Thursday evening, June 5  8:00 p.m.
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Advertise Here
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Meredith L. Abel
President

meredith.abel@acicg.com

Your Source for Senior Services

175 Jefferson Street, Fairfield, CT 06825  |  203.365.6400  |  www.jhe.org

THE ROY AND ALINE FRIEDMAN HOME CARE AGENCY
Medical Home Care, Licensed Nurses & Therapists
Medicare Accepted
203.396.1136

COMPASSIONATE CARE COMPANIONS
Non-Medical Home Care, Hourly & Live-In Available
Companionship & Help at Home
203.374.2273

OUTPATIENT REHAB THERAPY
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy
Wellness & Exercise Programs
203.365.8454

THE INSTITUTE ON AGING
Geriatric Assessments & Case Management
The Center for Elder Abuse Prevention
203.396.1240

GRASMERE BY THE SEA ADULT DAY SERVICES
Comprehensive Nursing, Social & Recreational Program
Transportation Available
203.365.6470

SKILLED NURSING CARE
Long-Term Care & Dementia Care
Goldstein Rehabilitation Center
203.365.6483
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